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Def.  rKoc. 

TbE  U7r£Fu:AT101uiL  MLlTAhY  TRIBUNAL 
ITCR  THj£  F^.  £AST,  TOJCYC,  JAPAN. 

U.&.i^t  FT  &I  ^ 

•TS- 

aRAKI  ,  SikbAO  f  et  al 

Ssorn  Deposition  (Trnnpl'vbion) 

Deponent,  YOSHIDA,  Shigeru 

having  duly  first  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in  accordance 
with  the  procedure  followed  in  tty  country  I  hereby  depose  as  follows i 

(1)  I  was  Priine  Minister  of  Japan,  frotr  22  ''ay  I946  to  24  Vay  1«47, 
after  I  was  foriegn  Minister  from  17  Sept.  1945  to  22  May  I946,  in  the 
Shidohara  Cabinet.  I  have  been  Japonese  Ambassador  to  Chreat  Britain, 
from  1  April  I936  to  20  May  1939f  ^nd  Vioe-?'inister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
from  24  July  I928  to  26\Nov,  1930.  I  was  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Japanese  Government  altogether  thirty-three  years  beginning  from  15  Nov. 

1906;  and,  while  I  was  in  the  Service,  I  had  opportunities  to  be  acquainted 

with  K!r.  SlilRATORI,  Toshio,  who  joined  the  the  same  service  several  years 
ater  1  did. 

(2)  I  hereby  testify  that  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  is  the  Defense 
Document  2919i  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  letter  which  the  accused  SHIRATORI, 

I 

Teshio,  wrote  in  English  in  the  Sugamo  Prison  and  caused  to  be  delivered  to 

roe,  dated  as  10  December  1945 •  I  recall  that  I  received  the  letter  early 

« 

in  1946  while  I  was  Foreign  Minister. 

(3)  The  circumstances  under  which  the, said  letter  was  written  were  as  follov 

«  • 

-  1  - 
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^ef.  Doc. 

V  •  Immodiatoly  bufore  aUhAlCRi  vron^  %c  tho  Sugaico  Prison  on  26  November 
1945 1  ho  interviewed  with  me  and  stated  orally  about  hie  opinions  on  how 
to  rehabilitate  Japan  after  tho  defeat,  how  to  legislate  the  new  Constitution 
tho  questions  of  religionsin  Japan,  tho  question  of  Tenno  Institution, 
tho  questions  of  renunciation  of  war  and  so  forthi  and  roquostod  me  tc 
convoy  tho  substance  to  the  then  Prime  Minister  Baron  SBIDEHARA< 

I,  thereupon,  required  him  to  put  It  into  writing  and  oond  It  to  me, 

which  he.  in  due  time,  did  in  the  form  of  the  said  letter.  In  compliance 
with  SIiIRaTORI's  wishes,  I  handed  a  eopy  of  tho  letter  forthwith  to  tho 
Prime  Minister  Baron  SiilDEiiARA, 

(il.)  According  to  those  who  are  familar  with  tho  opinions  expressed  by 
SRIRATCRl  during  the  lust  tor,  tho  thoughts  onnunciatod  in  tho  said  letter 

are  taken  as  tho  conclusion  most  naturally  to  bo  derived  from  what  SHIRATORI 

• 

hurt  been  stating  repeatedly  prior  to  that  date,  and  not  as  tho  stand  which  - 
tho  shook  of  the  defeat  made  him  to  take  accidentally  or  extemporaneously . 

I  fuXly  concur  with  tho  above  views,  as  one  who  knov.a  SHIRATORI's  genuine 

and  sincere  oharaotur. 

On  this  Fourth  day  of  Docombor  19A7*' 


at  Tokyo. 


Deponent,  /S/  YO^IIDA.  Ehigeru  (seal) 


I,  e.B.  CAUDLE,  hereby  verify  that  tho  above  statement  was  sworn  by 
the  deponent,  who  affixed  his  si^inturc  and  seal  thereto  in  the  presence 

of  this  witness. 

On  the  same  date ,  at  Tokyo. 

Witness  /S/  YOJI  HIROTA 

M  2  ** 
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In  accordance  with  my  uonacionoa  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
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